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family President Johnson left Texas yesterday for the first time since he returned there he visited the Hoover 
Library in West Branch lowa and the Mayo Clinic in Rochester Minnesota of which he has been named a 
director NBC News correspondent John Dancy reports mr. Johnson may already be the beneficiary of the 
American tendency to judge a president less harshly once he leaves office now that he was no longer 
president he seems to have found the popularity that eluded her in the last few years he has more time less 
pressure I'm gonna give the inside | catch a cold my critters Hoover his library he visited yesterday mr. 
Johnson left office he retired of criticism of yesterday there was little added evidence it is like the best days of 
1964 again [Music] inside the Hoover library mr. Johnson toured the exhibits to get some ideas for his own 
Presidential Library then of his last remaining links with the presidency it's quite a change from what we've 
had for the last 39 years we don't have the set schedule that we've had picked it from the last five years 
there on the farm life is quite different and we're at like almost any other farmer or rancher we think that the 
things we buy cost too much and the things we sell bring together and we enjoy it's arrived and it's where 


00:02:01 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Gzk-vqs00s&t=121s 





and we enjoy it's arrived and it's where | was born for I've spent most of my life and it seems a mighty good 
to us it's our Parliament everybody likes to be at home Nixon gave Hannah President Johnson a birthday 
party today in California dedicating some redwoods to Lady Bird Johnson and presenting mr. Johnson with a 
birthday cake he's 61 the two men didn't used to get along very well but today they behave like a couple of 
old Betty's getting together [Music] 
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[Music] Thursday Nixon threw a party in California for an old adversary Lyndon Johnson the occasion was 
the former president 61st birthday and one of the presents was the dedication of a redwood grove to mrs. 
Johnson mr. Johnson had a few words to say and very some of them because the election | want to 
conclude by saying to you that we're most thankful to be American we're very grateful that we can live in a 
country that strong and bottle and spit as the spirit of adventure that this nation has the power to stand 
behind you and to split you and your earnest quest for peace in the world and for prosperity at home and the 
one thing | am absolutely sure of the 37 presidents that have come and 36 have known | feel sure from what 
| have read and studied about their lives that the greatest problem was never doing that was right the 
greatest problem was knowing what was right no man ever occupied the place 
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was right no man ever occupied the place that's you occupy that didn't want to be the best he could l'm sure 
if we vote for the mouse that's in our hearts and what we want to announce more than anything else royal is 
that there would be peace and then men throughout this world lyndon b johnson has been a remote and 


brooding presence on the LBJ Ranch almost never seen in public and almost never saying a word but today 
he was back in the White House briefly for his first visit since he moved out President Nixon invited him to 
breakfast since he was already in town for the wedding of his former secretary and he accepted for two 
hours in private they ate bacon and eggs and sausage and talked of large affairs and then mr. Johnson left 
Lyndon Johnson says he never wanted to be President and would not even have run in 1964 if his wife had 
not insisted he said while the American people thought he was an extremely ambitious politician 
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he was an extremely ambitious politician coveting power the fact was he says that never at any time that he 
wants to be President all this is an interview on CBS television to be broadcast tomorrow Johnson also goes 
on to say that he himself that if he himself had run last year he has not the slightest doubt that he could have 
beaten Richard Nixon he thought Hubert Humphrey lost mainly because of a speech he made in Salt Lake 
City seeming to promise that if elected he would stop the bombing of Vietnam on running in 64 he says his 
wife wrote him a memo saying yes he should run with the understanding that no later than March of 1968 he 
should announce he would not run again he did both he says because she says that lyndon b johnson 
suffering chest pains went into a hospital in san antonio this afternoon his heart specialist said there had 
been a minor change in his electrocardiogram but no evidence of any recent heart attacks jonnson went into 
the hospital for tests and treatment of the chest pains he had a serious heart attack in 1955 but apparently 
recovered fully pauna President Lyndon Johnson had a bad night he felt severe pain near his heart and in 
his left arm officials at Brooke General Hospital and San Antonio said that wasn't so bad in itself but the pain 
woke him up several times and they want him to get all the rest he can the latest bulletin from the hospital 
said nothing happened during the day to cause additional concern there was no recurrence of the sharp pain 
mr. Johnson felt during the night but he does have an ache in his chest and left arm and he's tired from his 
restless night and from a head cold yes doctors have advised me that there is no evidence of a worsening of 
the actual underlying heart disease | would like to emphasize again that the doctors concern is always the 
president get adequate rest and relaxation and 
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adequate rest and relaxation and anything that interferes with this rest such as last night's pain and 
discomfort in the chest and arm is something that they wish to control north-north said that just the fact that 
they have President Johnson in the hospital reflects their concern about his cardiac condition the doctors tell 
me they will continue to observe him very closely however if they advise his overall condition is satisfactory 
miss Johnson is he he's such an active man how is he taking this sort of inactivity actually he doesn't like it a 
bit but he's also a pretty intelligent man and so he's going to do what's necessary to get over it and that is 
right now mrs. Johnson said her husband's recovery requires time and his determination to get well Ron 
Nessen NBC News San Antonio Lyndon Johnson went home from the hospital today after 12 days his doctor 
said his heart ailment was better and if he had take it easy for a while they said he would soon be back to 
normal he himself said nothing as he went back to the ranch but mrs. Johnson had a few words to say 
cheerful he's as busy as he can be | think he's just fine we just so marvelously relieved to be making the 
progress for the years those first few hours that President Johnson was here were the hours of concern 
about his very survival yes they absolutely were certainty of the period of tenseness and strain and 
uncertainty | walked in the room and he had the EKG machine hooked on him you know the little box going 
was waving lines and 


00:12:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=2Gzk-vqsOCs&t=721s 





little box going was waving lines and and another mechanism to furnish oxygen and yes it was a there were 
hours when all you could do was wait and believed and cooperate and but in a couple of days that level of 
stabilized and | think everybody around especially Linda next me sort of began to breathe easily especially 
the last few days it's that it certainly has not been all real he is a he's a rather funny patient sometimes jokes 
with doctors and nurses and staff after he began to feel better and it first indeed all you wanted to do was lie 


there he began to work on the book and it turned out to be a good environment to work in | sit in my chair 
working on my book and he is either lying in the bed with documents and papers and spread out around him 
working on his or he sits up in an easy chair he's done a lot of that and he did a lot of really fruitful work we'll 
have to step back lightly into activity and see how much is tiring how much in exercise and how much in work 
we get a wonderful spring plan oh you know April and May are glorious in our part of Texas the wildflowers 
the weather and expect to have friends visit us and work on librarian book and | think those things will will go 
forward but we'll have to push them down the calendar of dead and and and begin them slowly and 
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dead and and and begin them slowly and sensibly Lyndon Johnson like a lot of politicians if not most of them 
always seem to enjoy running for office more than he enjoyed holding office well now Johnson is not running 
himself but he is out stumping in Texas for a Democrat who is Lyndon Johnson came to Houston to make a 
political speech one of the few that he has made since leaving the White House in 1968 he was here to 
support lead fencin he was running against Republican George Bush in the Senate race in Texas no lien 
flexes are accustomed to being number one even President Nixon recognized this last year what you 
remember after the Texas Arkansas game last year when President Nixon presented darrell royal with a 
plaque which did two things it made Texas number one and it made Pennsylvania Democratic mr. Johnson 
said he does not want to say anything bad about Republicans he just wants Democrats to win in 1970 
elections Don Oliver NBC News in Houston Texas mrs. Lyndon Johnson was in Washington today plugging 
her new book and talking about the thoughts of LBJ her new book 
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about the thoughts of LBJ her new book is a diary and in September of 1968 she recorded an entry which 
deals with President Johnson's attitude toward authoritarianism and conservatism in this country Lyndon said 
there were two conflicting emotions in him he said something like this there is a great tide running a great 
pendulum swinging in the country in response to the permissiveness the lawlessness of the day there may 
be a great swing back toward Authority rien ism and conservatism he said there would be a part of him that 
would welcome it that would think it necessary but there is the other side of him that says if such a reaction 
happens it would sit back all the things that he stands for and that his thoughts are that he believes in and 
once the attacks on ignorance poverty and disease it will set us back many decades | asked him if he didn't 
feel this enthusiasm blunted and his quest for more education for everybody in this country and for other 
countries diminished because of the draft card burning flag burning writing by myself | find it so easy to be 
passionate rather than thoughtful about such attacks on our institutions and symbols no he was just as firm 
in his faith in education in the long run | did not understand his feeling entirely he seemed to think this is just 
an episode a phenomenon Pass harbors respectful of his attitude even in a way proud of it but my own 
annoyance at the disruptions and the universities and colleges is not a former President Lyndon Johnson 
recovering from his latest heart attack is in satisfactory condition today and showing some signs of 
improvement the 
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showing some signs of improvement the heart specialist treating mr. Johnson dr. John first said his patient 
was so much improved that he the doctor was returning home to Atlanta before leaving dr. Hurst talked to 
news men at the University of Virginia hospital in Charlottesville he was asked how much damage there had 
been to mr. Johnson's heart well | think | could reasonably state that there will be some permanent damage 
there but the amount now | would refrain from saying at this moment this is this is less today look yes as we 
said this morning there's evidence of improvement so much hope makes you're so encouraged by what 
specific signs are there well you have to deal with groups of patients and in categorizing him the fact that he 
tolerated the first few minutes of this and has gone this many days and has a few of serious danger signals 
would place him in a group that we would hope he should follow him of the optimistic | said 80 chances out of 
a hundred | think that's a fairly good estimate and | think we all have to be optimistic that he's in the 80% did 


you describe his attitude is morale | was saying he is on a very good mood today in Texas with chest pains 
and nausea he had a serious heart attack in April but his doctors say there is no evidence that this has 
happened again nevertheless they are keeping him in the hospital for observation mr. Johnson is 


00:20:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=2Gzk-vqsOCs&t=1201s 





hospital for observation mr. Johnson is 63 years old excuse me during the Democratic convention last month 
there were only two arrests here in Miami Beach in democratic politics George McGovern paid a visit today 
to Lyndon Johnson at mr. Johnson's ranch in Austin Texas near Austin Texas later in Austin the government 
said he and his running mate Sargent Shriver had talked with Johnson for three hours about many issues 
that Johnson had been asked for his advice and given it generally and that the governance reiver were 
deeply impressed with what they described as President Johnson's wisdom McGovern and Shriver flew into 
Austin last night John Dancy and Robert Endicott have reports George McGovern and Sargent Shriver flew 
into Austin Airport last night for the first joint appearance of the campaign Shriver landed about 30 minutes 
before McGovern and shook all the hands at an airport rally before McGovern he got here and at the airport 
rally wasn't one of the biggest of the campaign at least it was one of the loudest [Music] sargent shriver and i 
tomorrow are going to take a journey to visit former President Lyndon Johnson and mrs. Johnson everyone 
here knows that we have had some differences on the question of our involvement in Vietnam but I'm going 
out to visit a man whom | honor for the great dedication that he brought to making this country a better place 
in which to live this morning Senator McGovern and Sargent Shriver boarded helicopters at the Austin Airport 
for the flight to the obj ranks some 70 miles away former President Johnson did not invite the returned to 
Austin policy 
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not invite the returned to Austin policy questions asked | was reminded again today with reinforced of the 
intense patriotism and genuine love that President John as for the people of this country and for the 
institution to this country and it was on that basis that we found this meeting from today that Maronite after a 
day in Chicago George McGovern will have been welcomed by Lyndon Johnson Richard Daley and the 
American Legion led a piece of accommodation on both sides John dancing NBC News with the McGovern 
Ken former President Lyndon Johnson hasn't been seen in public very often since he left the White House 
four years ago today he made one of his rare public appearances at a civil rights symposium at the 
University of Texas he opened a collection of civil rights papers in the LBJ library and he made a speech 
saying equal opportunity for all is the nation's first task every condition or eating now and shopping now and 
spending nights now and obtaining credit now and giving now and the tendon classes now going and coming 
in dignity 
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classes now going and coming in dignity and they were never able to do and years before we have proved a 
great progress is possible we know how much still remains to be done and if our efforts continue and if our 
will is strong and if our hearts are right and if courage remains our constant complaint then my fellow another 
| am confident we shall overcome you we have just received a bulletin from The Associated Press from 
Texas that reports the former President Lyndon Johnson is dead Lyndon Johnson has died according to the 
bulletin former President Lyndon Johnson he was 64 years old has died according to his press secretary the 
report only says that Johnson was stricken at his ranch in Texas he died this afternoon at Brook General 
Hospital repeating that bulletin that has just arrived former President Lyndon Johnson is dead of a heart 
attack at the age of 64 we'll have more details in the program as we get them as we mentioned a few 
moments ago former President Lyndon Johnson is dead President Johnson died today at Brooke General 
Hospital he was stricken during the day at his ranch in Texas he was 64 years old Lyndon Johnson was 
United States Senator vice president President of the United States one of the most colorful figures in 
American political history a very vibrant man but also a 
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history a very vibrant man but also a man with a lengthy record of heart disease he suffered a stroke in the 
1950s had recent heart trouble today he passed away now we are going to look at some of the scenes and 
be long colorful and active life of Lyndon Johnson Lyndon Baines Johnson was raged along the Ferdinand's 
River in Texas his father Sammy Lee Johnson jr. was a member of the state legislature his mother Rebecca 
had been a teacher Lyndon was a good student he graduated at 15 from the Johnson City High School 
where he had been class president in 1934 he married Lady Bird and they honeymooned in Mexico at 29 
Johnson first campaign for a congressional seat he was the least known of the candidates but earlier he had 
been appointed by President Roosevelt as director of the National Youth administration in Texas it was in the 
depression and Johnson was able to put thousands of young Texans in job he campaigned hard and won by 
supporting Roosevelt's New Deal Johnson's campaign had Roosevelt's personal blessings he admired 
Roosevelt enormously and later said of him he was just like a daddy to me always he always talked to me 
just that way in Congress Johnson felt the power of his friendship with both the President and fellow Texan 
Sam Rayburn he was given choice House committee assignments when war came to the United States 
congressman Johnson volunteered for active duty the Navy commissioned him a lieutenant commander he 
was sent to the Pacific where he served as Roosevelt's special emissary but Roosevelt died that Truman 
assumed the presidency he had become a powerful and important congressman but thought he contributes 
more to the Cold War as a senator Johnson crisscrossed Texas in a helicopter waging a colorful campaign 
he won by 87 votes out of nearly 900,000 
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won by 87 votes out of nearly 900,000 casts and Texans jokingly called their new senator landslide Lyndon 
Johnson was majority leader for only a short while when at 46 he suffered a severe heart attack his brilliant 
career seemed over but he made a rapid recovery and was able to come back to work and joke about his 
illness I've came into my room and Lady Bird leaned over the oxygen tent and | said honey | know the odds 
are against me they're 99 to 1 make it she said that's not so at all said you ought to be optimistic you've got 
at least a 50/50 change from Washington you went to Los Angeles and sought the 1960 Democratic 
presidential nomination Kennedy won the nomination on the first ballot and Vic Johnson as his running mate 
despite old dreams he would have been satisfied to continue as Kennedy's vice president they worked well 
together but tragedy intervened and on November 22nd 1963 the young president was killed thus Johnson 
assumed the burden and the glory of the highest office if there was one philosophy guiding this president 
during that first year in office it was the philosophy of getting things done he faced every challenge from the 
gulf of tonkin to his settlement of the nationwide railroad strike fed with restless energy he wanted to be a 
great president to be known in history as the architect of the Great Society the sound of jubilation at the 1964 
Democratic National Convention was tempered for the memory of John F Kennedy but Democrats saw in 
Johnson and letting made senator Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota a vital and most important a winning 
combination they like Johnson strong style of running the White House in the country so they cheered and 
capturing right into November chairman McCormick my fellow Americans 
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your nomination the Johnson bandwagon was in full swing and he campaigned as if he had invented the art 
his style was popular that he spoke of peace and prosperity the people listened and in November Johnson 
received a landslide vote civil rights was still one of the main issues of Johnson's new term of office 
demonstrators marching in Selma Alabama were met with violence the nation was horrified at the scenes of 
the brutality Johnson echoed the feelings of the nation they were attacked and some were boogly people 
what happened in Selma an American tragedy civil rights demonstrations in priests and Johnson a southern 
president but president of all the people urged passage of the strongest civil rights bill since the 
reconstruction day President Johnson had his gallbladder removed in 1965 but it was not in the Johnson 
character to be out of touch during his convalescence he met with vice president Humphrey and members of 
his cabinet and kept informed of the world situation the war in Vietnam was still the most pressing problem | 
regret the necessities of war have compelled us to bomb North Vietnam we have carefully limited those rates 


they have been directed at radar stations bridges and ammunition dumps populations garrick utley with a 
reminder that you are watching an obituary of Lyndon Johnson former president who died today in Texas the 
obituaries narrated by ratio longtime cover correspondent at the White House 
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protests against the war were buzzing born war the anti-war feeling was becoming a t-junction feeling a new 
situation on civil rights became one of mr. Johnson's most vexing problems and domestic affairs although the 
country had civil rights marches and demonstrations for several years things now take a dangerous turn 
large-scale civil rights riots erupted many of the large cities for the loss of life a tremendous amount of 
destruction and a polarization of feelings as many quite liberal started to leave the civil rights movement the 
Tet Offensive in Vietnam presented a grave crisis for President Johnson and also had a tremendous political 
repercussion in the country it triggered new out some critics President Johnson on the cost conduct and 
most important the morality of the war the depth of the discontent over the war became visible when senator 
Eugene McCarthy of Minnesota broke with the Johnson administration and actively declared for the 
presidential nomination on March 12th McCarthy scored a remarkable showing in the New Hampshire 
primary Senator Robert Kennedy was one of the first to pack shortly after the New Hampshire primary he 
announced his candidacy for president at the White House President Johnson watched events unfold and 
reached a decision he had been pondering for months as turbulence and dissent boiled up around him on 
March 31st he went on national television and proclaimed the bombing halt over most of North Vietnam and 
then continued after his prepared text with a political bombshell | do not believe that | should devote an hour 
or a day of my time to any personal partisan causes or to any duties other and the awesome duties of this 
office the presidency of 
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duties of this office the presidency of your country accordingly | shall not see and | will not accept the 
nomination of my party for another term as your president after President Johnson withdrawal from the race 
the nation was not supplied when vice president Hubert Humphrey and his candidacy in the midst of the 
celebration after winning the California primary Senator Robert Kennedy was shot and killed by an 
assassin's bullet President Johnson led the rest of the nation in mourning but once again it was time for the 
political campaign to continue the Republicans met in Miami Florida to name their candidate in an orderly 
convention they picked Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew to head up their ticket the Democrats held their 
convention one month later in Chicago the atmosphere was tense as dissident groups gathered in the city to 
protest the Vietnam War President Johnson did not attend a convention the Democrats named vice president 
Hubert Humphrey and Senator Edmund muskie of Maine to head up the Democratic slate Richard Nixon 
won by only a slight plurality in the popular vote it was a disappointment to President Johnson that his party 
was not able to continue his work that there was no peace as he left the White House was one of his biggest 
disappointment mr. Johnson's Great Society and other liberal programs of the period may have paved the 
way for a new conservatism but whatever else lyndon b judge did point to an extraordinary lift of social 
legislation on the books but there by sheer force of will there was with any of a streak of fatalism a 
willingness to accept things as they were he was a man shaped by puffs ilysm the struggle of the Texas Hill 
Country this helped him in times of adversity certainly fatalism may be one answer and another could be limit 
be Johnson's 
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another could be limit be Johnson's confidence in the judgment of his [Music] repeating again the news 
Lyndon Johnson is dead Lyndon Johnson was an open man a secret of man a cantankerous man a 
generous man he was famous in the Senate for his ability to wheel and deal and he used that ability that 
uncanny knack he had for judging other men to force passage of the most significant civil rights laws this 
country has ever known but he could also be a stubborn man one who almost never been to contrary opinion 
as president he pursued the war in Vietnam and it was a belated realization of the country's mood that 


caused him not to run again for the presidency but as was said of another man taken all in all we shall not 
see his life again he had many many friends and fewer enemies than friends those who loved him and those 
who did not will miss him greatly he was a giant figure on the American scene and a man for whom the 
presidency constituted the most serious business in his life good night for NBC News when he left the White 
House in 1968 Lyndon Johnson said his greatest disappointment was his failure to bring peace to Vietnam 
tonight on the eve of that peace the body of the former president lies in state in the Johnson library in Austin 
Texas today mrs. Johnson said that instead of gifts or flowers those who want to express their sympathy 
should do so by doing something to make life in their communities a little better the former president's body 
was returned from San Antonio near midnight last night he was taken to a funeral home in Austin Texas 
Austin is the closest large city to the Johnson family ranch the distance of about 50 miles away [Music] 
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[Music] this morning following a prayer service and military honor guard removed the president's body the 
prayer service was very small and very private there was mrs. Johnson the Johnson daughters their 
husbands Glenn Nugent the president's oldest grandchild and a few close family friends the service was led 
by two ministers also old family friends mrs. Johnson was escorted by retired Air Force General James 
Cross General Cross was the president's pilot during the Johnson White House years the president's body 
was then driven a short distance to the Lyndon Johnson library Don Alvarez there this was his work after he 
was president building this his legacy the LBJ library [Music] President Johnson never made any formal 
plans for his funeral his family was up most of the night deciding what he would have wanted [Music] several 
thousand mourners were here lined up as long as four hours before the casket arrived [Music] inside and the 
second floor mr. Johnson's casket was placed in front of a pylon on which were inscribed in his favorite 
quotes and gives speeches family and friends came in for a short prayer service beside the casket then mrs. 
Johnson the daughters and 
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then mrs. Johnson the daughters and their husbands stood in line to thank the hundreds and thousands to 
child why to pay tribute only Lucy Johnson Nugent's appeared close to tears at the rate of 50 a minute they 
filed by late into the afternoon the Johnson family was still there still saying thank you Don Oliver NBC News 
Austin it's a long way from Blanco County Texas to Washington and the White House Lyndon Johnson made 
that trip but he never forgot the area he called home and Wally was president he returned there often to the 
LBJ Ranch and he went home to retire and to die the people of Blanco County won't forget Lyndon Johnson 
here's a report Texans call it the hill country although the hills seem fairly small by eastern or western 
standards it's rocky ground with scrub vegetation not the most ideal land for ranching yet many including 
Lyndon Johnson's forebears did that here and still do the LBJ Ranch was more retreat than ranch in recent 
years but it is where the former president wanted to be it was where he was born and where he chose to 
retire it is also where he chose to be buried and that will take place here in the family cemetery a few 
hundred yards from the place where he was born this was Lyndon Johnson's boyhood home it's in Johnson 
City that's about 15 miles from the LBJ Ranch and it is the largest city in Blanco County all of it isn't saying 
much there are no large cities in Blanco County it's a small town and a quiet town and it was especially quiet 
today people in town were stunned some stores on their own closed there wasn't much business conducted 
in Johnson City today but there was a lot 
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Johnson City today but there was a lot of talk not about a politician or president but about a neighbor who 
just happened to have been vote they wondered how Johnson City should observe the day of his funeral 
miss Johnson or whatever we do might be real simple nothing elaborate he called me yesterday about one 
o'clock we had some business to discuss and asked him how | felt and he said well | feel better today and | 
have in the last few days and then it kind of slipped me when | heard about it because | just talked to a 
couple area for we knew that some day this was going to happen but these things you never prepared for 


him really | think that the community as a whole is very saddened he was a great friend and we feel like we 
lost a great friend in President Johnson Lyndon Johnson will be buried in Texas on Thursday and that day 
will be a national day of mourning President Nixon has ordered all federal offices closed and he has called 
on all Americans to attend their places of worship and pay homage to the memory of mr. Johnson tributes to 
the former president continued to be voiced all over the world one came from a man who knew him very well 
his vice president Hubert Humphrey it was a humanitarian for for the people that had been ignored and 
forgotten that's what | liked about him most now this didn't really always come through most people felt well 
he's just doing these things this is all politics but that's not true he never forgot the people that he that he 
knew the Mexican Americans and the black people and the poor people and the farmers | think that the war 
has been like a cloud cutting out the light of truth on the on the Johnson legislative record this amazing 
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Johnson legislative record this amazing record in the field of social policy and social legislation | can't say 
how history will finally judge his role in Vietnam but | think it will be a different judgment than we passed on it 
thus far [Music] many a president has been involved in Vietnam some people feel they couldn't have all been 
so long this | know however that no man sought more diligently to gain peace in Vietnam and was more 
frustrated in the process than Lyndon Johnson this was his burden his sorrel Lyndon Johnson's finest 
accomplishments were in the area of domestic policy an expansion of social programs and in fighting for the 
rights of black people no one do this better than Roy Wilkens executive director of the n-double a-c-p the 
oldest Negro civil rights group in the United States and here are some of what Wilkins had to say about mr. 
Johnson he was the greatest president Civil Rights since Abraham Lincoln Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves 
Johnson not only gave them the vote and went back and sent federal registrar's into the counties that hadn't 
had any registration of blacks since the reconstruction but he also gave them the Civil Rights Act of 1964 an 
omnibus bill that included employment equal employment opportunities and all the other things that his was a 
tremendous legacy to the black people in their struggle in this country into effect and today a former 
president was laid to rest the funeral of Lyndon Johnson 36th 
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rest the funeral of Lyndon Johnson 36th President of the United States was held today in Washington then 
his body was flown back to Texas and he was buried in the family cemetery on his ranch all last night people 
came to the Capitol to pay their last respects to mr. Johnson 40,000 people passed his bier as he lay in state 
in the Capitol rotunda [Music] this morning mr. Johnson's body was taken to the National City Christian 
Church in Washington for the funeral service [Music] 
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[Music] [Applause] he asked those who had much to be concerned for those who had least he asked us to 
live up to our national promise he asked us to be worthy of our heritage to ourselves but he never he never 
asked more than he was willing to give Lyndon Johnson who loved a woman she was his greatest joy and 
she was his greatest comfort he loved his children and he loved his grandchildren and to see all of them 
together was a heartwarming experience for it translated normal family devotion and coupled with that he 
loved each of us sometimes with wry amusement at our failures often with sharp words at our imperfections 
but all lengths for the sweeping and generous understanding of 
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sweeping and generous understanding of our frailties he is gone from us now and this afternoon we shall 
take him home and he will be forever a part of the hill country and in Texas in the family cemetery at his 
ranch mr. Johnson was buried [Music] under him that loved us and washed us from our sins in his own blood 
and it made us kings and priests unto God in his father to him be the glory and the Dominion for ever and 
ever amen right pretty good no [Music] 
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